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Author of CRP book will make two area appearances
The author of Grand Valley’s Community
Reading Project will discuss her best-selling
book, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks,
during presentations in Grand Rapids and
Holland.

medical tool that
led to advances in
cloning, in vitro
fertilization and
gene mapping.
Lacks’ cells
have been sold
for millions, yet
her family did
not know of the
research or the
money involved
until 20 years after
Lacks’ death.

Rebecca Skloot will give a presentation
on Monday, March 28, from 7-8:30 p.m. at
Fountain Street Church, 24 Fountain St. NE.
The event is free and open to the public. No
tickets are required and there will not be
reserved seating. Doors will open at 6 p.m.
She will also be at Herrick District Library,
300 S. River Ave. in Holland, at 12:30 p.m.
on March 28 for a book discussion.
The book, named by more than 60 critics as
one of the best books of 2010, traces the story
of Henrietta Lacks, a poor Southern tobacco
farmer who underwent a medical procedure in
the early 1950s and unknowingly had her cells
taken. Her cells, known as HeLa, continue to
grow in culture today; they are an important

Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies,
University Libraries and University Bookstores.
Susan Mendoza, director of Undergraduate
Research and Integrative Learning, said
more than 3,000 Grand Valley campus and
community members have been engaged
in dialogue about the book via courses,
discussion groups and community events.
Other events associated with CRP are
detailed below.
Rebecca Skloot

• March 24, 4 p.m., Meijer Campus in Holland:
Community book discussion sponsored by
Grand Valley and Black River Public Schools.

Skloot, a science writer, took more than a
decade to write her debut book. She is also
the founder and president of the Henrietta
Lacks Foundation and a portion of book
sales go to support the foundation that has
given tuition grants to Lacks’ descendents.

• March 24, 7 p.m., Grand Rapids Public
Main Library, Ryerson Auditorium:
Discussion will feature guests from Grand
Valley, Calvin College and Grand Rapids
African American Health Institute.

Grand Valley’s Community Reading Project,
now in its sixth year, is sponsored by the

For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
read or call x18100.

young, in seventh or eighth grade like you.
He was influenced by great mentors in his
life here in Grand Rapids. The seeds you
plant today are what you will harvest later.”

that this award is being given to Jerry,” said
Hauenstein. “By every measure he meets
the highest requirements of this fellowship.
We all pay tribute to this great man for his
leadership to our country. The bar has been
set high for future recipients of this award.”

Across Campus
Ford: ‘an honor’ to be
connected to Hauenstein
Steve Ford said he was honored to accept the
first Col. Ralph W. Hauenstein Fellowship
award on behalf of his father, President
Gerald R. Ford. Steve, chairman of the
Gerald R. Ford Foundation, accepted
the award at a special ceremony held
March 15 in the DeVos Center.

Ralph Hauenstein said President Ford, his
longtime friend from high school, was a
wonderful man. “I am more than pleased

The West Michigan community is invited to
a free reality circus performance as part of
Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary celebration.

“I am humbled to represent our
family,” said Ford. “Col. Hauenstein,
it is an extreme honor for Dad’s name
to be connected to you. You are both
from the same generation, a great
generation, the best generation. We
have so much to learn from you.”
Ford told a group of students in the
audience from Gerald R. Ford Middle
School that becoming a man or woman
of character doesn’t happen overnight.
“My dad didn’t become a great leader
or a man of character the day he
become president,” Steve said. “Dad
developed character when he was

Reality circus to perform
at 50th anniversary event

“Stand Up Eight” will be presented Thursday,
March 24, at 7 p.m. in the Fieldhouse Arena.
This show breaks the rules by combining
conventional theater and modern circus
elements. Eight wild and spunky street
performers interact with audiences during
a partly scripted, partly improvised show
of mesmerizing flight, cracking whips,
untamed fire and side-splitting fun.
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Pictured from left are President Thomas J. Haas, Steve Ford,
Ralph Hauenstein and Gleaves Whitney. The first Hauenstein
Fellowship award was presented to President Ford March 15.

Among the performers is five-time national
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

writing centers in high schools, colleges and universities in six states.

trampoline champion, Christianne
Sainz, a Plainfield native who studied
theater and graduated from Grand
Valley in 2006. During a guest
artist workshop, she met Allison
Williams, and after graduating joined
Williams’ circus arts company,
Aerial Angels, and more recently,
her Stand Up Eight reality circus.

Ellen Schendel, director of the writing center and associate professor
of writing, said both students epitomize the caliber of the center’s
student consultants. “They both have a strong sense of themselves
as writers and a generous spirit,” she said.

Faculty and Staff Campaign
ahead of last year’s pace
President Thomas J. Haas congratulated volunteers at the March 16
Faculty and Staff Campaign celebration on the success of this year’s
campaign, which is running ahead of last year’s pace.

“The opportunities I had at Grand
Valley helped to shape me into
the person I am today,” said Sainz.
“It’s thrilling to return to campus
as a professional performer.”
Williams, the group’s artistic director,
said most of the performers have
backgrounds in festival and street
performance with specialties ranging
from aerial skills and contortion,
to fire eating and theatrics.

The reality circus Stand Up Eight will
perform Thursday in the Fieldhouse.

The show is open to the public and free;
it is sponsored by the School of Communications, Office of Student Life,
Spotlight Productions and the 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee.

Writing Center students win honors
Two peer writing consultants from the Fred Meijer Center for Writing
and Michigan Authors received top awards from the East Central
Writing Centers Association at the organization’s conference on
March 4 at Western Michigan University.
Allie Oosta, a senior from Grand Rapids, received the Tutor of the Year
Award, and Jen Torreano, a senior from Negaunee, was named Leader
of the Year. It was the first time in the association’s history that the top
award recipients were from the same institution. The ECWCA serves

The participation
rate is 44.2
percent, compared
to 39 percent at
this time last year.
A total of $524,000
has been raised
so far,
18 percent more
than last year. Nine
departments have
reached 100
percent giving
levels, and 18
departments are at
higher percentage
levels of giving
than last year.

Haas encouraged
faculty and staff members to keep up this steady pace of giving through
the end of June so that the campaign can reach its goal of more than
50 percent participation. He said that through private gifts Grand
Valley can continue to provide the “edge of excellence that makes
the university a special place to work and learn.”
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President Thomas J. Haas holds a trophy before campaign
volunteers Linda Masselink, left, and Mary Ann Watters. The
trophy will be awarded to either the blue or white team at
the end of the Faculty and Staff Campaign.

Although Cary Countryman’s family owned
and ran a bed and breakfast, he didn’t expect
that hospitality and tourism management
would one day encompass his life’s work.
“Growing up I didn’t recognize hospitality as
a career,” said Countryman, who joined Grand
Valley in August as an associate professor
of hospitality and tourism management.
“I saw it as just a part of my family.”
A native of the Seattle area, Countryman
began pursuing his dream of becoming a
business lawyer after earning a bachelor’s
degree in political science and a master’s in
business administration from Washington State
University. He also began teaching business
and hospitality courses at WSU. Countryman
said he then realized that education fit him
and went on to teach and pursue a doctorate
in hospitality/tourism marketing and
consumer behavior at Purdue University.
Countryman has since lived in many diverse
corners of the nation to teach students and
shape hospitality and tourism management
programs. He has worked at the College

of Eastern Utah,
University of
Houston, and, most
recently, Brigham
Young UniversityHawaii. “I love this
field because there
is always a push to
learn new things to
deliver the newest
and best training
to our students,”
said Countryman.
Cary Countryman
He is currently
helping create new
opportunities for faculty members and students
to be engaged in research through the Michigan
Hospitality and Tourism Research Center. “I
think the hospitality and tourism management
department has seen tremendous growth and is
on the verge of great things,” said Countryman.
“GVSU will be one of the top programs. It’s
a matter of time before the secret is out.”

Countryman also has a background in
technology systems that he continues to take
interest in through his research. He enjoys
serving with the Gerald R. Ford Council of the
Boy Scouts of America, training for marathons
and traveling.
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What’s Ahead
Schlossberg to speak at
Secchia Breakfast Lecture
Boris Schlossberg, director of currency research
at Global Fortex Trading and commentator
for Bloomberg radio and television, will
be the featured speaker at the next Peter
F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture sponsored
by the Seidman College of Business.
The event is set for Tuesday, March 22, with
breakfast at 7:30 a.m. and the presentation
at 8 a.m. in the DeVos Center, Loosemore
Auditorium.
Schlossberg will discuss “Three Themes That
Can Move Currencies This Year.” Gary Tilkin,
founder, CEO, and president of Global Fortex
Trading, will also be available. For more
information, call x17100.

Fellowships office
offers workshops
The Office of Fellowships will offer a series
of three workshops designed to help students
plan and attain scholarships and fellowships.
Details are below. For more information,
contact Director Amanda Cuevas at x13219
or fellowships@gvsu.edu.
• March 23, 6 p.m., Mackinac Hall, room
BLL 126: “Preparing for Fall: Fulbright
U.S. Student Scholarship Program”
• March 30, 4 p.m., Henry Hall, room 116;
and 6 p.m., Niemeyer Learning Center,
room 114: “Discovering the Right Fit: An
Introduction to Fellowships & Your Future”
• April 2, 9 a.m., Niemeyer Learning Center,
room 114: “Writing Personal Statements
for Nationally Competitive Awards.”

OMA to host panel
of religious experts
The Office of Multicultural Affairs at Grand
Valley will host a panel of religious leaders to
discuss religious identity and how influences
contribute to one’s journey in faith.
“Speaking of Faith: Interfaith Dialogue in the
21st Century” will be held Wednesday, March
23, from 3-4:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center,
Grand River Room. The event is free and
open to the public.
Panelists are Jerome T. Glen, senior pastor at
Revolution Christian Ministries in Grand
Rapids; Sheldon Kopperl, professor of
biomedical sciences; Ghazala Munir,
interfaith activist; Brad Schoeberle, St. Luke
University Parish in Allendale; and Fred Stella,
president of Interfaith Dialogue Association.
Charles Honey, religion editor at the Grand
Rapids Press, will serve as moderator.
It is co-sponsored by the Office of Student
Life, Dean of Students Office and WGVU.
For more information, call x12177 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/oma.

Toastmasters hosts
open house
The Toastmasters Allendale Club will host an
open house on Wednesday, March 23, from
noon-1 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 2270.
Catherine Frerichs, professor of writing, will be

the guest speaker. Refreshments will be served.
The club is open to all students, faculty and
staff members and community members. For
more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters.

Varied events mark
Women’s History Month
A number of events — from lectures to high
tea to theater — are planned at Grand Valley
to mark March as Women’s History Month.
Events are sponsored by the Women’s Center
and Women and Gender Studies; they are
detailed below, and are free and open to the
public. For more information contact the
Women’s Center at x12748 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/women_cen and click on
“Upcoming Events.”
• March 24, 3 p.m., Kirkhof Center, Grand
River Room: EqualiTEA will celebrate
Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary by using the
past five decades of fashion as a backdrop.
Members of the campus community will
model clothing that defined the decades;
high tea will be served at 3 p.m. RSVP by
sending an e-mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu.
• March 25, 1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room
2004: In “Raising Voices Against Violence,”
student-trained peer theater educators will
present scenarios of dating violence, stalking
and sexual assault. The program aims to
raise awareness and create dialogue.
• March 25, 7 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center:
Senior Anna Bennett will present her senior
project, “Beyond Words: Your Gendered
Experience,” which will showcase the creative
submissions of students on the topic of gender
and oppression and/or discrimination.
• March 26, 8 a.m.-5
p.m., Eberhard Center:
Michigan Women’s
Studies Association
Conference will
present “Leading
the Way,” a daylong
conference highlighted
by a keynote luncheon
address from Susan
Douglas, professor of
communication studies
at the University
of Michigan.

Susan Douglas

Pre-register online at www.gvsu.edu/wgs.
Participants can attend the luncheon only,
cost is $30; register by sending an e-mail to
Marion Davenport at davenpma@gvsu.edu.
• March 28, 1 p.m., Zumberge Library: “In
Her Own Words,” selections from the annual
Women’s Center journal, will be read by
students, faculty and staff members.
• March 30, 5 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center: “War
on Terror and War on Trafficking” will feature
Emi Koyama, a social activist and author,
who will talk about her work with the LGBT
community and the anti-human trafficking
movement.

Panel will discuss
documentary
The documentary film, “The Death of an
Imam,” will be screened at Grand Valley on
Friday, March 25, at 1 p.m., in Lake Superior

Hall, room 174. The film examines the
news reporting associated with the 2009
shooting of Imam Luqman Ameen Abdullah
in a Dearborn warehouse. It explores
allegations of a terrorism conspiracy, the
use of FBI informants, and the portrayal
of Muslims in the mainstream media.
The 17-minute film was co-produced by
Brian J. Bowe, a visiting assistant professor
in the School of Communications. Bowe is
also a doctoral student at Michigan State
University, where he worked on the project
with co-producers Geri Alumit Zeldes,
an assistant professor in MSU’s School
of Journalism, and Salah D. Hassan, an
associate professor in the Department of
English and core faculty in Muslim Studies.
A panel of experts will discuss the film. They
are Lena Masri, Council on American-Islamic
Relations; Roy Cole, associate professor of
geography and planning; and Barbara Roos,
associate professor of communications.
Entered in the Broadcast Education Association
Faculty Video Competition, the film won
Best of Competition (Mixed Video Category).
It was also one of 15 works to receive the
Best of Festival King Foundation Award.

Science Olympiad
celebrates Year
of Chemistry
The 2011 Michigan Science Olympiad Region
12 Tournament at Grand Valley is celebrating
the International Year of Chemistry.
Celebrations are taking place worldwide and at
this year’s Science Olympiad competition, five
chemistry related events will be highlighted.
Middle and high school students from 73
schools in Kent and Ottawa counties are
preparing to show off their science and
mathematics skills. This is Grand Valley’s 27th
year hosting the regional tournament, which
consists of events in biology, chemistry, physics,
earth science, computers and technology.
Science Olympiad events take place Saturday,
March 26, from 9:15 a.m.-3:30 p.m. on the
Allendale Campus. The headquarters is
located in room 192 in the Fieldhouse.
The awards ceremony will run from
4:30-6 p.m. For a complete schedule of
events, event locations and participating
schools, visit www.gvsu.edu/mso-r12.

Graduate students
will display research
Outstanding graduate students and their faculty
mentors will display and present their research
on topics like trends in local health care costs,
how faith-based organizations can help former
prisoners, and the quality of life for bobcats in
Michigan during the 2011 Graduate Showcase.
The showcase is set for Monday, March 28,
from 4:30–7:30 p.m. in the DeVos Center,
Loosemore Auditorium; and Thursday,
March 31, from 4:30–7:30 p.m. in the CookDeVos Center for Health Sciences.
The event is sponsored by the Office of
Graduate Studies and Center for Scholarly
and Creative Excellence. Call x17105 for
more information.
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General Events
Through April 15
Gallery Hours: “Ravines Revisited.” Art
Gallery, PAC. Call x12563 for more information.

Mon., March 21
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Using Slideshare
with Blackboard and Tips for Creating
Content for Next Generation Presentation
Skills.” 114A DEV. Call x13498 for more
information.

Noon: MAREC Lunch and Learn Seminar.
“Bioenergy Basics.” 204 Seminar Room,
MAREC. Call x16907 for information.
Noon: Art at Noon Series. Perugino String
Quartet. CDC.

6 p.m.: Children’s Enrichment Center hosts
Student-Parent Open House. CEC. Call
x15437 for information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Open House.
2270 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters
for more information.

7 p.m.: 50th Anniversary Event. Stand Up
Eight. FH. Call x12345 for more information.

Noon: FTLC Workshop. “E-Books at GVSU.”
114A DEV.

Fri., March 25

3 p.m.: Professionals of Color Series.
“Speaking of Faith.” CDC. Call x12177 for
information.

Tues., March 22

3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Working with
Second Language Writers, Part II.” 302E
DEV.

7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business hosts
Peter F. Secchia Breakfast Lecture with
Gary Tilkin and Boris Scholossberg.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x17100
for more information.

4 p.m.: Community Reading Discussion.
“‘The Immortal Life’: Heard the Buzz, But
Haven’t Read It.” 305 JHZ. Call x12618 for
information.

Noon: Guest Artist Series. Trio Abelia.
Sherman Van Solkema Hall, PAC. Call
x13484 for information.

Thurs., March 24

Noon: Women’s Center Program. “What
Mommies Do Best: Kindergarten Then and
Now.” 1247 KC. Call x12748 for more information.
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “E-Books at GVSU.”
114A DEV.
2 p.m.: Music Master Class by Geralyn
Giovannetti of Trio Abelia. Sherman Van
Solkema Hall, PAC.
7 p.m.: Classics Department hosts “What
Happened to the Future? Lessons from
Ancient Athens about Leadership and its
Limits,” by Robert Connor. 215 EC. Call
x12770 for information.

Wed., March 23
7:30 a.m.: Van Andel Global Trade Center
Workshop. “Avoiding Pitfalls in Global
Transactions.” 230 BIK. Call x16811 for
information.

Discussion. HOL. Call x13910 for more
information.

7:30 a.m. Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
11a.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Working with
Second Language Writers, Part II.” 1142
KC.
Noon: LGBT Resource Center Conference.
“A Time to Build Up,” by Rebecca Voelkel.
Pere Marquette Room, KC. Call x12530 for
information.

Noon: FTLC Workshop. “Using Slideshare
with Blackboard and Tips for Creating
Content for Next Generation Presentation
Skills.” 114A DEV.
1 p.m.: Women’s History Month Event.
“Raising Voices Against Violence.” Pere
Marquette Room, KC.
7 p.m.: Women’s History Month Event.
“Beyond Words: Performing Gender.” CDC.

Sat., March 26
8 a.m.-5 p.m.: Asian Pacific Islander American
Heritage Celebration R.I.C.E Conference.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/oma for more information.
8 a.m.-5 p.m.: Michigan Women’s Studies
Association Conference. “Leading the
Way.” EC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/wgs for
more information.

Sun., March 27

1 p.m.: GVSU Writers Series featuring Kelcey
Parker. AH. Call x13601 for more information.

3 p.m.: Performance by Perugino String
Quartet. First United Methodist Church,
227 Fulton St., Grand Rapids.

3 p.m.: Health and Wellness Seminar. “How
to Retire Happy and Informed.” SER. Call
x12215 for information.

Sports

3 p.m.: Women’s History Month Event.
“Continuing a Legacy: Women’s Tea Party.”
GRR, KC. RSVP to womenctr@gvsu.edu.

3 p.m. Women’s Softball hosts St. Joseph
College.

Tues., March 22

4 p.m.: Community Reading Project Book

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Paul Plotkowski, dean of the Padnos College
of Engineering and Computing, was
interviewed by DBusiness and Business Review
West Michigan for stories about the
engineering program.

Sketches
Timothy Eernisse, marketing and development
manager for WGVU, received a Communitas
Award from the Association of Marketing and
Communication Professionals for individual

participation in a program, recognizing his
work for “LZ Michigan: Welcome Home for
Vietnam Veterans.”
Arn Boezaart, director of MAREC, participated
in the “Creating an Offshore Wind Energy
Industry in the United States: A Rising Tide”
symposia in Cleveland, Ohio.
Rachel Powers, assistant professor of
chemistry, received a grant from the National
Institutes of Health for a proposal, “Mapping
the Binding Site of Class D Beta Lactamase
Enzymes for Inhibitor Design and Discovery.”

Ellen Schendel, associate director of the Fred
Meijer Writing Center and associate professor
of writing, gave the keynote address, “It’s Like
a Consultation: Writing Center Assessment
as Reflection and Revision,” at the East
Central Writing Centers Association’s annual
convention at Western Michigan University.
She also served as co-faciliator for a workshop,
and with Julie White, affiliate professor of
writing, gave a presentation, “Breaking the
Silence: Encouraging Student-Led Writing
Groups,” with students at the convention.

